





Contacts under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions: roles and responsibilities

(i) Basel Convention focal point (articles 2 and 5)

“Focal point” means the entity of a party referred to in article 5 of the Basel Convention responsible for receiving
and submitting information as provided for in articles 13 and 16.

To facilitate the implementation of the Convention, the parties shall:

1. Designate or establish one or more competent authorities and one focal point. One competent authority
shall be designated to receive the notification in case of a State of transit.

2. Inform the Secretariat, within three months of the date of the entry into force of this Convention for
them, which agencies they have designated as their focal point and their competent authorities.

3. Inform the Secretariat, within one month of the date of the decision, of any changes regarding the
designation made by them under paragraph 2 above.

(i) Basel Convention competent authority/authorities (articles 2 and 5)

“Competent authority” means one governmental authority designated by a party to be responsible, within such
geographical areas as the party may think fit, for receiving the notification of a transboundary movement of
hazardous wastes or oth  vastes, and any information related to it, and for responding to such notification as
provided in article 6.

To facilitate the implementation of the Convention, the parties shall:

1. Designate or establish one or more competent authorities and one focal point. One competent authority
shall be designated to receive the notification in case of a State of transit.

2. Inform the Secretariat, within three months of the date of the entry into force of this Convention for
them, which agencies they have designated as their focal point and their competent authorities.

3. Inform the Secretariat, within one month of the date of the decision, of any changes regarding the
designation made by them under paragraph 2 above.

(iii)  Rotterdam Convention designated national authority/authorities (article 4)
Each party shall designate one or more national authorities that shall be authorized to act on its behalf in the
performance of the administrative functions required by the Rotterdam Convention.

Each party shall, no later than the date of the entry into force of the Convention for it, notify the name and address of
such authority or authorities to the Secretariat. It shall notify the Secretariat of any changes in the name and address
of such authority or authorities.

(iv)  Rotterdam Convention official contact point

The Secretariat communicates with an official contact point of a party on such official issues as notices regarding
participation in meetings of the Conference of the Parties, circulation of the reports of such meetings, proposals for
the addition of chemicals to Annex III of the Convention and for inclusion in the PIC procedure, and the
nominations of experts to such subsidiary bodies as the Chemical Review Committee.

(v) Stockholm Convention official contact point (decision SC-2/16 of the Conference of the Parties)

Parties and non-party States are invited to nominate to the Secretariat an official contact point for the performance of
administrative functions and all formal communications under the Convention.

(vi)  Stockholm Convention national focal point (article 9)

Each party shall designate a national focal point for the exchange of information as specified under article 9 of the
Convention. Non-party States may also desig 2 such national focal points.




